
Ruben Gallego voted to uphold a law allowing illegal immigrants and 
foreigners to vote in local elections.  
 
Ruben Gallego has enabled Joe Biden’s border crisis. Gallego opposed 
efforts to secure our border and denied that there was a national 
emergency at the southern border. Gallego has called a border wall 
stupid and useless, tried to protect sanctuary cities, and supported 
amnesty for millions of illegal immigrants. 
 
 
In February 2023, Ruben Gallego voted against H.J.Res. 24, a joint resolution to nullify a law 
enacted in DC that allows noncitizens – including illegal immigrants – to vote in local elections. 
 

• In February 2023, Gallego voted against H.J. Res. 24. (H.J. Res. 24, Roll Call Vote #118, Passed 260-162: R 
218-0, D 32-162, Gallego Voted Nay, 2/9/23)  

 
o Editor’s Note: Greg Stanton, a Phoenix-area member of Congress, voted in favor of the 

resolution.  
 

• H.J. Res. 24 is a joint resolution that would nullify a law enacted by D.C. that allows 
noncitizens who meet residency and other requirements to vote in local D.C. elections. 
“This joint resolution nullifies the Local Resident Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2022, 
enacted by the council of the District of Columbia. The act allows noncitizens who meet 
residency and other requirements to vote in local elections in the district.” (H.J. Res. 26, 
Congress.gov, Passed House 2/9/23) 
 

• The D.C. law would allow noncitizens, including illegal immigrants and foreign 
diplomats, to vote in local D.C. elections. “A Washington D.C. effort to allow non-
citizens, including undocumented immigrants and foreign diplomats according to the Wall 
Street journal, to vote in local elections is now law. The City Council passed the Local 
Resident Voting Rights Amendment Act amid criticism from Republicans. Congress had a 
30-day review period, during which lawmakers could have pushed to block the legislation.” 
(Louis Casiano, “Washington DC City Council says bill for allowing noncitizens to vote is now law: report,” Fox News, 2/27/23) 

 
o An estimated 50,000 noncitizens could vote in local D.C. elections if the bill 

becomes law. “Voting is a foundational right of citizenship. That’s why we oppose 
a bill, poised to pass the D.C. Council this week, that would allow 
an estimated 50,000 noncitizen residents to cast ballots in local elections.” (Editorial, 
“D.C. is considering legislation to let noncitizens vote. That’s a bad idea.” Washington Post, 10/17/22) 

 
Ruben Gallego has voted for Joe Biden’s agenda 100% of the time.  
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• Gallego votes 100% of the time for Joe Biden’s agenda. 
 

 
(“Does Your Member Of Congress Vote With Or Against Biden?,” FiveThirtyEight, Updated 01/03/23) 

 
Gallego voted against H.R.2, the Secure the Border Act which would restart construction of the 
border wall, and was described as the “strongest border security bill to come through Congress 
in more than 100 years.” 
 

• Gallego voted against H.R.2, the Secure the Border Act. (H.R.2, Roll Call #209, R:219-2, D:0-211, 
Gallego voted Nay, 5/11/23)  
 

o According the Congress.gov, H.R. 2 would make “changes to immigration law, 
including by imposing limits on asylum eligibility and requiring employers to use 
an electronic system to verify the employment eligibility of new employees.” 
“This bill makes various changes to immigration law, including by imposing limits 
on asylum eligibility and requiring employers to use an electronic system to verify 
the employment eligibility of new employees.” (Secure the Border Act,, H.R. 2, Congress.gov, 
5/11/23)  
 

o House Speaker Kevin McCarthy called the Secure the Border Act the “strongest 
border security bill to come through Congress in more than 100 years.” “The 
legislation, which House Speaker Kevin McCarthy called the "strongest border 
security bill to come through Congress in more than 100 years," would increase 
penalties for individuals who overstay their visas and bolster the number of Border 
Patrol agents.” (Lauren Peller, “McCarthy-backed border bill passes House hours before Title 42 ends,” ABC News, 
5/11/23)  

 
o According to the National Immigration Forum, the Secure the Border Act of 

2023 would “increase funding for border barriers and enforcement personnel, 
while dismantling current practices that relieve pressure on U.S. border 
communities.” The bill would increase funding for border barriers and 
enforcement personnel, while dismantling current practices that relieve pressure on 
U.S. border communities.” (Alexandra Villarreal, “Bill Analysis: The Secure the Border Act of 2023, National 
Immigration Forum, 5/8/23)  

 
o The Secure the Border Act of 2023 would “restarting construction on the border 

wall and requiring the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to create a plan 
to meet benchmarks for 200 miles of construction each year.” Reestablish Trump-
era border policy, including restarting construction on the border wall and 
requiring the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to create a plan to meet 
benchmarks for 200 miles of construction each year.” (Alexandra Villarreal, “Bill Analysis: The 
Secure the Border Act of 2023, National Immigration Forum, 5/8/23)  

 
o  The Secure the Border Act of 2023 would have ‘increase[ed) the number of full-

time Border Patrol agents to at least 22,000.” “Increase the number of full-time 
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Border Patrol agents to at least 22,000” (Alexandra Villarreal, “Bill Analysis: The Secure the Border Act 
of 2023, National Immigration Forum, 5/8/23)  

 
In 2019, Gallego claimed there was “no ‘national emergency’ coming from the border.” 
 

• In 2019, Gallego claimed there was “no ‘national emergency’ coming from the border.” 
 

 
(Ruben Gallego, Twitter, 1/5/19) 

 
In 2018, Gallego called the border wall “stupid” and “useless.” 
 

• In 2018, Gallego called the border wall “stupid” and “useless.” 
 

 
(Ruben Gallego, Twitter, 3/27/18) 

 
Gallego voted against an effort to prohibit Washington D.C. from becoming a sanctuary state.  
 

• In 2020, Rep. Fred Keller introduced a motion to recommit to bar Washington D.C. from 
becoming a sanctuary state. (Motion to Recommit H.R. 51, Introduced 6/26/20) 
 

o Gallego voted against the Motion to Recommit.  (H.R. 51, Roll Call#121, Failed 182-227; Gallego voted No, 
6/26/20) 
 

o The motion would prohibit Washington D.C. from becoming a sanctuary state. 
“Sanctuary city status.--An amendment that prohibits the State from having in effect a 
statute, ordinance, policy, or practice that prohibits or restricts any government entity or 
official from-- (A) sending, receiving, maintaining, or exchanging with any Federal, State, 
or local government entity information regarding the citizenship or immigration status 
(lawful or unlawful) of any individual; or (B) complying with a request lawfully made by 
the Department of Homeland Security under section 236 or 287 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1226 and 1357) to comply with a detainer for, or notify about 
the release of, an individual.” (Motion to Recommit H.R. 51, Introduced 6/26/20) 

 
Gallego co-sponsored legislation that would have banned the withholding of federal funds to 
cities and states that refuse to comply with a detainer request from homeland security officials. 
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• In 2017, Gallego co-sponsored H.R. 748, the Safeguarding Sanctuary Cities Act of 2017. 

(H.R. 748, Congress.gov, Gallego Co-Sponsored on 1/30/17) 
 

o H.R. 748 would have banned the withholding of federal funds to cities and states 
that refuse to comply with a detainer request from homeland security officials, 
including to notify officials of the release of an individual.    

 

 
(H.R. 748, Congress.gov, Introduced 1/30/17) 

 
o Congressman Mike Quigley, the bill’s sponsor, said it would protect individuals 

in “sanctuary” cities. “We must use the vast resources at our disposal to advance 
comprehensive immigration reform, not coercive funding conditions, which are 
ineffective and harmful to anyone living in a ‘sanctuary' city—citizen or not. I am 
proud to introduce this legislation to protect those seeking safety, security, and the 
American Dream in Chicago and other cities across the nation.” (Press Release, “Quigley 
Introduces Bill to Safeguard Sanctuary Cities,” Congressman Mike Quigley, 1/30/17) 

 
In 2021 as the United States faced a surge of migrants at the southern border, Gallego voted for 
legislation that was described as a “mass amnesty bill” which would create a pathway to 
citizenship for millions of illegal immigrants. 
 

• Gallego voted in favor of H.R.6, the American Dream and Promise Act of 2019. (H.R. 6, 
Roll Call #240, Passed: 237-187, Gallego Voted Aye, 06/04/19) 

 
o The American Dream and Promise Act of 2019 has been identified as a “mass 

amnesty bill.” “The House of Representatives passed a mass amnesty bill on Tuesday 
evening, H.R. 6, the American Dream and Promise Act, that would grant lifetime work 
permits to approximately 3.5 million illegal aliens who claim that they entered the 
country under the age of 18 and meet certain other conditions and to approximately 
450,000 foreign citizens (mostly illegal aliens) whose countries have been given 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS).” (“Chris Chmielenski, “House Passes Amnesty Bill for 4 Million Illegal Aliens”, 
NumbersUSA, 06/05/19) 

• The House passed H.R. 6 as the southern border faced a surge of migrants. “The House 
passed two bills Thursday to provide a path to legal status for millions of undocumented 
people living in the U.S. -- part of Democrats’ scaled back plans for immigration reform as 
a surge of migrants at the southern border puts pressure on the Biden administration.” 
(Laura Litvan and Billy House, “Two Immigration Bills Clear House as GOP Cite Border Surge,” Bloomberg, 3/18/21) 
 

• H.R. 6 would create a pathway to citizenship for more than two million illegal 
immigrants. “The proposal would allow more than 2.3 million ‘Dreamers,’ or 
unauthorized immigrants who came to the U.S. as minors, as well as beneficiaries of 
certain temporary humanitarian programs, to gain permanent legal status and eventually, 
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U.S. citizenship.” (Camilo Montoya-Galvez, “House passes immigration bills with path to citizenship for ‘Dreamers’ and 
farmworkers,” CBS News, 3/19/21) 
 

• According to The Heritage Foundation, H.R. 6 would provide “amnesty and green cards 
to millions of illegal immigrants.” “This bill provides amnesty and green cards to millions 
of illegal immigrants. It is prone to fraud and is an immoral solution to the illegal 
immigration problem.” (The Heritage Foundation, “American Dream and Promise Act of 2021,” Report, 3/16/21) 
 

• The American Dream and Promise Act offers permanent residency and a path to 
citizenship to over 2 million illegal immigrants, including “Dreamers,” immigrants 
brought illegally to the United States as children. “The bill would grant permanent 
residency with a path to citizenship to more than 2 million immigrants across three 
categories: It would permanently protect from deportation Dreamers – immigrants who 
came to the country illegally as children – as well as certain recipients of the Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) programs.”  (Rafael Bernal, 
“House passes bill to protect ‘Dreamers,’” The Hill, 6/4/19)  

 
o Under the Act, Dreamers would get 10 years of permanent legal status and then 

permanent green cards if they either work for three years or complete at least two 
years of higher education or serve in the military. “The vote was 237 to 187 for 
the American Dream and Promise Act of 2019, which would grant dreamers 10 
years of legal residence status if they meet certain requirements. They would then 
receive permanent green cards after completing at least two years of higher 
education or military service, or after working for three years.” (Felicia Sonmez, “House passes 
immigration bill to protect ‘dreamers,’ offer a path to citizenship,” Washington Post, 6/4/19)  

 
Gallego voted for legislation that “would create the largest mass-legalization program for 
undocumented immigrants in U.S. history” for millions of illegals. 
 

• On November 19, 2021, Gallego voted for H.R. 5376, the Build Back Better Act. (H.R. 
5376, Roll Call 385, Passed 220-213: R 0-212, D 220-1, Gallego Voted Yea, 11/19/21)  

 
o The bill “would create the largest mass-legalization program for undocumented 

immigrants in U.S. history.” “If passed into law, President Biden’s Build Back 
Better bill would create the largest mass-legalization program for undocumented 
immigrants in U.S. history. Roughly 7 million of the 11 million unauthorized 
immigrants currently in the U.S. — including ‘Dreamers,’ coronavirus-era essential 
workers and farmworkers — would be eligible for the new would be eligible for the 
new immigration protections.” (Carmen Valencia, “Immigration protections in Build Back Better bill bring hope to 
DACA recipients,” Yahoo! News, 12/3/21) 
 

▪ “The reconciliation bill would create the largest mass-legalization program 
for undocumented immigrants in U.S. history.” (Maria Sacchetti, “How the House 
spending bill sets a path to legalization for undocumented immigrants,” The Washington Post, 11/19/21) 

 
o The CBO determined that the Build Back Better Act would grant temporary amnesty 

to “an estimated 6.5 million non-U.S. nationals.” “Under President Joe Biden’s current 
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Build Back Better Act (H.R. 5376), an estimated 6.5 million non-U.S. nationals, many of 
whom are already in the U.S. illegally, would be granted temporary amnesty, according to 
a report from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO).”  (Alek Schemmel, “Build Back Better Act would 
grant amnesty to millions of people, CBO says,” KATV, 11/29/21) 

 
o The Build Back Better Act would offer a “parole” process for roughly 7 million 

undocumented immigrants that would waive immigration requirements for five years 
with the chance to extend for another five years for those who immigrated before 
January 2011. “House Democrats’ Plan C immigration provisions do not contain a 
pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants and instead offer a ‘parole’ process 
that would waive immigration requirements for five years with the chance to extend for 
another five years for those who immigrated before January 2011. This set of provisions 
would target roughly seven million undocumented immigrants currently in the United 
States, including the Dreamers and certain classes of essential workers during the 
pandemic.” (Isabel Soto, Whitney Appel, Maya Shanahan, “Immigration Provisions in Build Back Better,” American Action 
Forum, 11/10/21) 
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